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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment; it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Scott R. Boalick on October 16, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification : 
paragraph 19, 

line 1 1 , inserted --1 00- following "assembly" 

In the claims : 
claim 1, 

line 13, deleted "at a plurality of locations" 

changed lines 15-16 to -wherein the visual representation of the gasket 
compression status includes visually distinguishing at least one portion of said gasket 
having said improper gasket compression from another portion of said gasket not 
having said- 



claim 10, 

line 5, deleted "configured to be" 
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line 12, deleted "at a plurality of locations" 

changed lines 14-15 to --wherein the visual representation of the gasket 
compression status includes visually distinguishing at least one portion of said gasket 
having said improper gasket compression from another portion of said gasket not 
having said- 

claim 14, 

line 1, changed "11 "to -10- 

canceled claims 17-21 

* 

Drawings 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: 

In figure 1 1 ) include an additional box 

2) include a line connecting the additional box to the box 
representing the time delay reflectometry 30 

3) include reference character 100 and a lead line to indicate 
that reference character 100 refers to the additional box 
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In figure 3 1 ) change the cross sectional shading of the gasket 22 to 

indicate the gasket is made from an elastomeric material in 
accordance with MPEP 608.02. 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
of record, absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the entire combination of 
elements set forth in the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art of record fails to 
teach the combination of gasket, a time domain reflectometry device and a display, 
wherein the display indicates a gasket compression status and comprises a visual 
representation of the watertight door and a visual representation of the gasket 
compression status along the periphery of the watertight door, wherein the visual 
representation of the gasket compression status includes visually distinguishing at least 
one portion of said gasket having said improper gasket compression from another 
portion of said gasket not having said improper gasket compression. See lines 1 2-1 7 of 
claim 1 and lines 11-16 of claim 10. 

Although references such as Wilson (US 5,705,984) disclose displaying a 
location of disturbance along a transmission line (see column 5. lines 10-13 of Wilson), 
Wilson fails to specifically disclose visually representing the environment in which the 
transmission line is utilized. Moreover, one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
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motivated to combine the teachings of a reference such as Wilson absent applicant's 
disclosure even if Wilson disclosed visually representing the environment in which the 
transmission line were utilized. 

« 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
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